
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9710 October 20, 2003
drugs simply do not hold. They did not 
hold when the United States Govern-
ment needed them, and they do not 
hold today when our seniors and others 
are forced to go to Canada to get life-
saving medications. 

This system is not some great beyond 
that we do not know. Today in Europe 
the system of parallel trading exists, 
free trade where people in Germany or 
France or England or Ireland buy medi-
cations wherever they need them in 
Europe. That system exists, and it is 
the most competitive market in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

What I am suggesting, what others in 
bipartisan fashion have passed in July, 
the legislation known as market ac-
cess, are suggesting is allow the United 
States to participate in that market 
access. Allow the barriers to come 
down, allow the market to organize 
and properly manage itself and prices 
in the United States would come down, 
rather than allowing a 40 to 50 percent 
disparity between the prices in Canada 
and Europe between the United States. 
That is what would happen if we passed 
this legislation today. 

For too long, if we take a look at it, 
in Families USA, the 50 most com-
monly used drugs by our seniors have 
risen 31⁄2 times the rate of inflation. Be-
tween 2000 and 2003, seniors’ expendi-
tures on prescription drugs increased 
by 44 percent. 

The costs of medications are too ex-
pensive. Eli Lilly and the other phar-
maceuticals are limiting the sales to 
Canada in an attempt to cut off the 
seniors. And what does the United 
States Congress do and what does the 
United States Senate do? When they 
passed a prescription drug, when it 
came to the issue of price and afford-
ability, the Congress did nothing. And 
so people are forced to take action in 
their own hands and go to Canada. 

We should not turn our grandmothers 
and our grandfathers into drug run-
ners, filling up prescription bags for 
people that live in the housing centers 
with them. We can deal with the issue 
of cost. Allow the free market system 
to work and allow choice to exist and 
prices would come down here in the 
United States. 

For too long the American people 
have been forced to subsidize the starv-
ing French and Germans. We should 
give them competitive prices, give 
them choice, allow the free market to 
work; and we will finally get the pre-
scription drugs people need and de-
serve.
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WASHINGTON WASTE WATCHERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHERWOOD). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join my col-
leagues, and in particular the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART), as a vigilante for the Amer-

ican taxpayer. In the 10 short months 
that I have been a Member of Congress, 
I have been appalled by the waste, 
fraud, and abuse that I have found to 
exist within the Federal Government. 

As a member of the Washington 
Waste Watchers and of this body, I be-
lieve it is my duty to bring to the 
public’s attention instances of fraud, 
waste, and abuse. It not only steals 
from taxpayers but also from the bene-
ficiaries who truly need the benefits. 

I have been given the honor of serv-
ing on the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. In this position, I exer-
cise oversight responsibilities over the 
second largest agency in the Federal 
Government. The VA is a laudable in-
stitution with lofty goals and worthy 
intentions. However, as evidenced by 
long wait times suffered by many vet-
erans, not only in my district but in 
other districts as well, it has not al-
ways flourished under the best manage-
ment practices. Again this year, the 
GAO placed the VA on its high-risk list 
for fraud, waste, and abuse. Here are 
but a few examples of fraud and waste 
that I will discuss that happened in the 
VA where we stood to lose over $130 
million to unscrupulous felons. 

They have been vulnerable to this be-
cause of poor management practices 
and loose accounting standards. Three 
VA employees, two in my home State 
of Florida and one in New York, embez-
zled nearly $1.3 million by exploiting 
internal weaknesses in the VA benefit 
program. With this money one em-
ployee purchased a Mazda Miata, a 
Mitsubishi 3000 GT, and two engage-
ment rings. 

After a review was conducted as a re-
sult of this crime, auditors uncovered 
136 other cases of potential fraud or 
mishandling of veterans’ benefit 
checks from offices in St. Pete, Flor-
ida, and St. Louis, Missouri, alone. 

We need to seek out this fraud, not 
just believe that the solution is to 
raise taxes and turn our backs on 
fraud, waste, and abuse. 

The VA has also identified approxi-
mately 7,000 possible cases of individ-
uals who may be receiving benefits in-
tended for deceased veterans. The VA 
estimates that they netted nearly $21 
million over 5 years by identifying 
these cases. Can you imagine that they 
are continuing to pay for veterans who 
have passed away? 

For more than 7 years, nearly 400 vet-
erans actually received VA educational 
benefits even though they did not at-
tend class. The veterans had a great 
scheme going with the instructor who 
falsified their attendance. Nineteen de-
fendants have been convicted in this 
scheme, and the government has re-
couped over $4.5 million. 

Lastly, the Department’s Inspector 
General estimated that roughly 13,700 
veterans have been paid about a mil-
lion dollars nationwide and that the 
Department has no systematic method 
to identify these people who are pris-
oners. Prisoners should not be paid vet-
erans benefits. 

Here are a few recent examples of 
waste within the VA: the Veterans Ad-
ministration keeps an excess inventory 
of medical supplies totalling $64 mil-
lion, or 62 percent of its $132 million in-
ventory. An example is at four pharma-
ceutical facilities surveyed, the Inspec-
tor General found 48 percent of the in-
ventory was actually in excess. 

The VA medical supply procurement 
practices are also questionable because 
very often they pay more for medical 
supplies than the market price, and 
here is an example of that. During a 6-
month period, seven out of 10 VA med-
ical centers that purchased standard 
powder-free surgical gloves failed to 
use the established FFS contractor and 
overpaid an open-market vendor by 28 
percent. This error in disposable gloves 
alone cost the taxpayers $34,000. 

As evidenced by these instances of 
fraud and abuse which are only the tip 
of the iceberg within the VA and other 
Federal agencies, it is imperative that 
the culture in Washington change.

Instead of the knee jerk reaction to raise 
taxes to fund programs or to create mandatory 
spending entitlements (the answer favored by 
Democrats) we must look into the wasteful 
spending practices the result from unchecked 
bureaucracy! 

It is my deepest hope that by highlighting 
these abuses and bringing them to the atten-
tion of the American taxpayer, the VA will con-
tinue to take corrective action under the lead-
ership of Sec. Principi and respect that the 
money that they are spending is the people’s 
money. Not their own. 

Waste, fraud, and abuse throughout the fed-
eral government is decades old, and Repub-
licans—led by Budget Chairman NUSSLE and 
Speaker HASTERT—are working to eliminate 
the culture of waste that has existed in the 
federal government. 

As a Republican, I will work to reduce 
wasteful spending in the government and pro-
tect your tax dollars.
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CONSTITUENT LETTERS 
REGARDING IRAQ WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
about 170 or so years ago, John Quincy 
Adams came to the House floor night 
after night reading letters from his 
constituents because the conservative 
leaders of the House of Representatives 
in those days passed a rule prohibiting 
banning the debate and discussion of 
slavery in the United States. He read 
letters mostly from women in his Mas-
sachusetts district protesting the cut-
ting off of debate, the fact that con-
servative leadership in Congress simply 
did not want this discussed. 

Today, 165 years later, I have come to 
the House night after night reading let-
ters from any constituents, talking 
about corruption in the Bush adminis-
tration, talking about the money we 
are spending on reconstruction in Iraq, 
talking about the billion dollars a 
week, a third of it from private con-
tractors, money that goes to the 
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friends of the President and the compa-
nies and contributors supporting the 
President, and really wondering why 
this administration and the conserv-
ative leaders in this Congress will not 
allow us to discuss this. 

I have gotten letter after letter from 
my Ohio constituents wondering why 
Vice President CHENEY still gets $13,000 
every month from the Halliburton 
Company, the company of which he 
was CEO 3 years before he was Vice 
President, a company that is still re-
ceiving millions, hundreds of millions 
of dollars in unbid government con-
tracts. 

Just last week I tried to offer an 
amendment to the $87 billion appro-
priations that would have stopped 
some of the corporate tax evaders who 
have evaded taxes at the expense of the 
American citizens. The amendment 
would have banned corporate tax evad-
ers, tax dodgers, from receiving any 
contracts on the reconstruction of 
Iraq. 

We know that Halliburton companies 
have broken Federal law, yet we still 
give them these contracts and they 
still pay the Vice President of the 
United States, this is on record, pay 
him $13,000 a month. 

I will begin to share some of these 
letters. 

Jill from Akron, Ohio writes, ‘‘It is a 
disgrace that our government is willing 
to spend billions on another country 
when the education system in our 
country is crumbling.’’ 

Dr. Steve in Hinckley writes, ‘‘The 
Iraq war has not made it safer. It has 
harmed relationships with key NATO 
allies as well as helped fuel more anti-
American sentiment in the Middle 
East. This has to stop.’’ 

Francene from Akron, Ohio writes, 
‘‘Please do not vote for additional 
funding for this war. It took lies and 
deceit to get us into this war, and we 
should back off now and let the United 
Nations help rebuild the mess in Iraq 
that Mr. Bush created.’’ She is talking 
about the things that the administra-
tion told us that simply are not true: 
the weapons of mass destruction, the 
al-Qaeda connections, all of those 
things. 

Terence of Avon Lake writes, ‘‘We 
need to hold the Bush administration 
accountable for their poor Iraq plan-
ning and nonexistent exit strategy. 
Please withhold the funds requested 
until they lay out an exit strategy 
from Iraq.’’

One of the things that Terence is 
talking about is the fact that a year or 
14 months after President Bush said he 
wanted to attack Iraq, we still do not 
have body armor for our troops. One-
quarter of our troops still do not have 
body armor, are not going to have it at 
earliest until December; and I am hear-
ing from families who just cannot be-
lieve that we knew we were going to do 
this, yet we are not taking care of the 
troops. We are not supplying them with 
antibiotics. We are not supplying them 
with safe drinking water. We are not 

supplying them with body armor, yet 
we are forcing them when they get 
leave, if they do, to pay for their own 
plane tickets home. Yet we are spend-
ing a billion dollars a week and a third 
of it is going to private contractors, 
many of them contributors to and 
friends of the President. 

Eric of Akron writes, ‘‘I am dismayed 
this country can find billions of dollars 
to pay for an unnecessary and illegit-
imate war in Iraq but cannot find in its 
heart to solve some of the real prob-
lems this country and the world are 
facing. I am saddened and I am 
sickened. Very few of you in Congress 
and the Bush administration are really 
looking out for the people of this coun-
try.’’

Corky of Strongville, Ohio writes, ‘‘It 
is time the American people hold the 
Administration accountable for lies in 
regard to Iraq. No more money or 
troops should be committed until a full 
investigation is conducted.’’

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I 

have a parliamentary inquiry. Is it 
proper decorum of the House to call the 
President a liar? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the 
gentleman’s remarks were of that 
tenor, they would be out of order. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
did not mean to say that. I was reading 
a letter and talking about the Bush ad-
ministration. If I actually called the 
President a liar, I withdraw that. I do 
not mean to say that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, fur-
ther parliamentary inquiry, there are 
slick ways to get around calling the 
President a liar and still doing it. I 
would object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) may 
proceed in order. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, is 
that time taken away from me during 
the parliamentary inquiry? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No, the 
clock was stopped during the inquiry. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
Deborah of Akron, Ohio, writes, 
‘‘Please do not give $87 billion to Presi-
dent Bush. He and his advisors did not 
plan well for the rebuilding of Iraq.’’ I 
think she is talking about the Kevlar 
jackets, the body armor that simply 
was not planned, even the war was 
planned maybe more than a year and a 
half ago. 

‘‘Control of this project should be 
under the authority of the U.N. We 
should help but not by throwing more 
money after a very unsuccessful plan 
by the Bush team. Maybe the President 
should ask his rich friends for the 
money since they are the only ones 
benefitting big time from his tax cuts.’’

She is talking about the tax cut 
where millionaires get $93,000 while 50 
percent of people in my home State 
and the home State of the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) got 
zero dollars from that tax cut.

b 2000 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JAMES W. FEE 
OF HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHERWOOD). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Kansas 
(Mr. MORAN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise this evening to honor a public 
servant, James W. Fee of Hutchinson, 
Kansas, and join with his family and 
community in mourning his recent 
passing. In his life, Jim loved his fam-
ily, his community and his country. 

Jim proudly served his country for 
nearly 50 years in the United States 
Navy, first aboard the U.S.S. Albany 
and then as captain of the U.S. Naval 
Reserve. His patriotism and allegiance 
to the principles of freedom were 
shared with all who would listen. 

Jim’s tireless commitment and devo-
tion to his hometown was unrivalled. 
Throughout his life, Jim took a lead 
role in making certain his community 
was always an attractive place to call 
home. Without fail, Jim would report 
to his friends, family and colleagues 
upon his return home from travel, It 
was great to visit, but I could not wait 
to get home to Hutchinson. 

Jim’s actions equalled his words. His 
service as mayor of the city of Hutch-
inson and as a member of the Hutch-
inson City Commission was guided by 
the goal of doing the common good for 
the most people. His leadership and 
dedication to his church, his profes-
sional trade associations and his busi-
ness interests were always marked 
with charisma, honesty and sincerity. 

Jim was also, by every account, a 
successful businessman. Along with his 
brother Franklin and his father Frank 
T., Jim teamed to build the Fee Insur-
ance Group into an industry-leading 
independent insurance agency. With a 
disciplined approach and a vision for 
success, Jim directed the agency for 
over a quarter century. 

Most important to Jim was his fam-
ily. He and his wife of nearly 50 years, 
Martha, raised five children, Jim, Jr., 
Stacy, Allen, Bob, and Dan, and de-
voted endless love and attention to 18 
grandchildren. 

Jim Fee personified the words of 
Abraham Lincoln, ‘‘I like to see a man 
proud of the place in which he lives. I 
like to see a man who lives in it so that 
his place will be proud of him.’’ Jim 
Fee made his community, State and 
Nation a better place. He and his fam-
ily can be proud of the life he lived. 

I join his many friends and his admir-
ers in extending my deepest sym-
pathies to Martha and the Fee family.

f 

A JOBLESS RECOVERY IS NO 
RECOVERY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise on behalf of unemployed Ameri-
cans. 
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